The Shepherd's Center Receives 
Joel Weston Award for Non-Profit Excellence


The Shepherd’s Center of Greater Winston-Salem is the recipient of the 2008 Joel A. Weston, Jr. Memorial Award for Non-Profit Excellence. The award was accepted by Executive Director Sam Matthews during the annual Weston Award event at the home of Claudette Weston earlier in the month. 
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The Shepherd's Center is an interfaith ministry whose mission is to support and promote successful aging through programs and services, volunteer and support opportunities for older adults. The Winston-Salem ministry was founded in 1985 and is an affiliate member of The Shepherd's Centers of America, based in Kansas City, Missouri. 

The local organization has grown from a small task force in 1985, to a vital segment of the aging services community in the greater Winston-Salem area with over 2,000 members and over 500 active volunteers who provide in excess of 25,000 volunteer hours yearly. 

Over 2,500 older adults take part in the Shepherd’s Center programs and services during 2007. The Faith In Action Care Program served over 1,000 individuals and families, allowing them to remain independent in their own homes. The services included visitation/respite care, transportation and minor home repairs. The Senior Center program served over 1,000 older adults and had an attendance of over 10,700 participants during 2007, providing life-long learning opportunities, health promotion and fitness programs, creative arts and fellowship opportunities. 

The Shepherd's Center is located at 1700 Ebert Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27103. They can be reached at 336-748-0217 or www.shepherdscenter.org. 

The Weston Award honors a local non-profit, health, or human-service organization that has demonstrated organizational excellence. Each year, the Weston Award Committee reviews applications from local organizations and presents the winning organization with a $10,000 award from the Joel A. Weston, Jr. Memorial Award Endowment Fund. 

The Weston Award is a tribute to one of Forsyth County's finest citizens. As United Way President from 1980 through 1982, Joel Weston was responsible for the introduction of many innovative programs, all designed to strengthen our community. The award was established and endowed by his family and friends in recognition and honor of his vision and dedication to our community.
